INTRODUCTION:

DURUSULQUROGAAN (LESSONS OF QUROGAAN)

Durusul Qur éaan, a fully interactive Qurobaan rea
read the NobelQur 6 aan using Arabic text. This course
the world wide Muslims community, which is now available online for free at http://www.as-

sidg.org

With the Blessing of Allah, after the successful launching of the Internet version of this course in

1998, and a printed version with a booklet and sound in 2003 and now in most reliable and famous

Flash interactive format. Even though this is an independent learning course, we encourage the

users to approachsomeone well versed in the recitatt+on of
learning lessons, we feel that reading to and being corrected by an expert is the ultimate way to

ensure correct pronunciation and recitation.

This course includes learning the Arabic alphabet and its shapes, connecting two or more letters,

vowels signs; basic "Tajweed" rules (the correct pronunciations of letters, points of articulation, -
attributes etc. and much more. While ideally suited for the beginner, this course offers insight and
support for the intermediate and advanced learners as well. Lastly, this course is not designed to

provide instruction for the translation and tafseer of the NobelQur 6 aan; such a st uc
a comprehensive knowledge of Arabic vocabulary and grammar and it is beyond the scope of our
intended purpose. Also this course may not be sufficient for those who want to learn to read

Arabic text other than the Nobel Qu r 6 aan .

The course is based on "AHASANUL-QAWAID" compiled by Late Moulana Shamsudin Barodwee
(r.a) , India but using Uthmani script Arabic windows fonts

This method of learning is widely used in non-Arab countries such as the sub-continent of India,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh, Central and south East Asia. The NobelQu r 6 a a n inghesent ed
regions, employs various classical Nuskh style script, the letters are generally large, bold and

rounded. The words are clearly separated and marked and vowels signs are accurately placed

over or under the letters. Another popular printed copy, widely distributed and mainly used by the
Arabs is the AMedina edition, which slightly di
marking system, however, both use the Qiraat (recitation) learned from Imam Hafs. We will

explain briefly the differences in both commonly used printed copies wherever it would be

appropriate.

This course consists of over fifty - (50) lessons. This booklet (in pdf format) and interactive Flash
screens of each lessons and pronunciation keys are also available free at
www.as-sidg.orqg.

Publisher: As-Sidq (The Truth) Montreal Canada

Research and Layout : Mohammed Siddique Katiya, Canada
Sound and editing: Sheikh Muhammed Mangera (Canada)
Consultation and editing: Sheikh Aasim Rashid (Canada)

All rights reserved, Free Copying of this course is permitted for personal use only. For commercial
distribution and other inquiry please contact the publisher.
Updated January 3, 2010 version 4.00
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Lesson 1 Arabic Alphabet (Hurful Hiza)

The Arabic Alphabet consists of 28 letters (29 letters if we include letter  Hamza ;) Contrary to the
Latin scripts, Arabic is written from right to left < (in horizontal lines), but numerals are written
from left to right

o

v G O
Gi b LN —

a
J

S
<
e

Qm%vﬁ

3
© g
¢
(
S s B

!letter Alif and Hamza both have familiar sound but they function differently) Refer to Lesson 20
regarding difference between letter Alif and Hamza

Note: The twenty-nine letters of the Arabic Alphabet are pronounced from approximately

seventeen different points. It is necessary that one should pronounce each Arabic letter correctly

from its point of articulation. Several Arabic letters originates from the throat (Guttural letters)

unfamiliar to an English speaking. For example letter 1 ©/and Mhave no equivalent sound in

the English alphabet. Furthermore the vastness of the Arabic language, any small mistake in
pronunciation of a letter or word may change the meaning of that word. For example, the word

6Qa( wWibt h gq) means heart, i f read 6Kalbd (with Kk
please refer to Appendix A
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Lesson 2 (A)- ARABIC ALPHABET - SHAPES AND LETTER JOINING

Arabic is a cursive script in which most letters join with their neighbours (both hand-written or
printed) in accordance with some rules. The shapes of individual letters may change depending
upon the combinations used; nevertheless, the distinctive shape of each letter can still be easily
recognized. Arabic script has no capital letters.

Many letters of the Arabic alphabet look similar in shape but are distinguished from one another by
position of tiny dots Nugqta (diacritical) for example letter Ba 1 which has one dot below the main
body but letter TA 9 has two dots above the similar shape.

The first authorized copies of NobelQur 6 aan publ i shed under the sup
@ the third caliph, it did not contain dots nor tashkeel (diacritical - vowel-points) for example letter

Ba W Ta 9 and Thaa 2 looked that same. Example  This is due to the fact that the practice of

placing dots over or under letters was not customary then. At that time, those who could read

were so used to this style that they had practically no difficulty in reading dot-less writing to the limit

that they would easily distinguish between doubtful letters by referring to the context.

Remember the preservation of NobelQur 6 aan did not rest on writin
strength of memory, correct recitation (oral transmission) by listening to and being corrected by the

others more specifically by the teachers. Uthman, did not only produced the printed copies but he

al so assigned Qaris, accomplished reciters of t
parts of the Muslim world so that they could teach how to read it.

JOINING RULES:
Nearly every-Arabic letter can be joined to its neighbour from both sides (normal letters), and they
can have up to four contextual shapes: (1) Isolated or Independent (2) Initial (3) Medial (4) Final.

There are few letters namely known as non-connecting FpMp CMand some instant letter . and W
that have no initial and medial shape. Therefore, they can only be joined to its previous letter (not
on both side) For more information please refer to Appendix B and C

As a general rule, an Arabic word having two or more letters continuously joins to its neighbouring
letters (even in printed form) until such word confronts a non-normal (partial connecting) or final
letter in a word. In such case, continuous joining of letters is interrupted and subsequent letters, if
any, will be written as separate joints (cluster). A word may have more than one cluster. A cluster
is set off first as Isolated or initial shape and then medial shape and lastly the final shape. More
information please refer to Appendix B and C

In a normal situation a cluster of Arabic letters always written close together. For the benefit of the
novice, in the next few practice exercises the words will be shown with a slight gap between each
letter, so that the different shapes, as well as the joining rules may easily be recognized. With
some help from tables provided
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Lesson 3 ARABIC ALPHABET - SHAPES AND ITS JOINING

As previously explained, nearly every-Arabic letter can be joined to its neighbours from
both sides (normal letters), and they can have up to four contextual forms: (1) Isolated (2)
Initial (3) Medial (4) Final.

As a general rule, an Arabic word having two or more letters continuously joins to its
neighbouring letters (even in printed form) until such word confronts a non-normal (partial
connecting) or final letter in a word. In such case, continuous joining of letters is
interrupted and subsequent letters, if any, will be written as separate joints (cluster). A
word may have more than one cluster. A cluster is set off first as Isolated or initial shape
and then medial shape and lastly the final shape. More information please refer to Appendix
B and C

In a normal situation a cluster of Arabic letters always written close together. For the
benefit of the novice, in the next few practice exercises the words will be shown with a
slight gap between each letter, so that the different shapes, as well as the joining rules may
easily be recognized. With some help from tables provided in lesson 2 (B) - try to identify
each practice word in next few exercises.

_,..iul.-dbﬁ-'a:—"(_]e-ﬁj BENS
) S U3 A ek b s
biieigd joddda
AN el de )

Gdaddvas
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LESSON 4 - ARABIC VOWELS ( Har a6 Baa D )

In any vocalized language, vowels play an important role as a central and most prominent sound
of a syllable. The vowels help join letters together, so that a proper sound can be achieved.

In English, there are at least five (5) vowel letters a,e,i,o,u and (sometimes y), which are clearly
spelled out in a text. By comparison, in Arabic, there are no exact equivalencies in, Arabic vowels
may differ in quality and they often behave differently depending on the circumstances in which
they are used. There are 28 letters in the Arabic alphabet all consonants. The Arabic vowels

Har a 6(havement) F a t 6BYa Kasrah b (i) and Dammah b (u) are not part of Arabic
alphabet, but they are naturally pronounced when letters are joined to make words and words are

joined to make sentences. The letter Alif .F.WawM and Ya 0 also function as weak vowels
(Huroofe-Maddah) and diphthongs (Maddah Lin) as well. (refer to Lessons xxxx)

With the spread of Islam beyond the Arabian Peninsula, and the increasing number of non-Arab
Muslims, there was a greater need for facilitating reading and learning of Arabic. Since several
letters of the Arabic alphabet shared the same shapes, and since vowels were not clearly
indicated, some improvement was needed. As a consequence, a system of Nuaqgt or I'jam (letter-

pointing), and Tashkeel (vowel indication) including Sukoon (resting)_STanween (Nunation) _ _ _

~

Tashdid _ (double consonant), and Maddah ~. (prolongation), hamzah (glottal stop) signs were
introduced and perfected well before the first century of Islam. They serve the same purpose as
pronunciation keys shown in any language dictionary for a proper pronunciation of a word.

Even today, in Arabic writing such as newspapers and textbooks, the vowel signs are often omitted

and similar words may have to be interpreted from the context in which they are used. The

indication of vowel signs is only shown when there is the possibility of confusion. As far as the

Qur 6aan is concerned, these vowel signs are a m
particularly given its large readership of non Arabic Muslims.

Unlike the previous generations, the Arabic colloquial language continued to be influence by other
languages, consequently a common Arabic speaker is not expected to read the Nobel Qur 6 aan
properly without the vowels and other signs and also must learn the art of tajweed, the proper
recitation of NobelQur 6aan as recited by the early Musl i ms

Because of the modern written Arabic text devoid of short vowels, the Arabic language still suffer
modern technological challenges as far as the automation of the language concern, such as
spelling checking, OCR, searches, translation of text, speech recognition etc. These technological
challenges cannot be overcome unless a system of diacritical (e.g. vowels signs) is adopted.
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Lesson 5 Arabic ShoBbbVowel s (Harabdkaat)

Fat OB (Zdbar)

Fat 64tiash a tiny diagonal stroke above a |l etter.

side) in ABanana"
Refer to Lesson xxx regarding difference between letter Alif and Hamza
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Lesson 6 Arabic Short Vowels (Har a 6 Béd &t )

Kasrah (Zer) =

Kasrah=i s a t n

iny diagonal stroke under a |l etter.
‘BelowLesson 6 Arabic Short-sVowel s (Haradkaat)

- L - - - rE -~ - -
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(Haraobdkaat)

ShoBbbVowel s

7 Arabic

Dammah (Pesh) 2

Lesson

S ou

he

produces t

t

Dammah (Pesh) 2 is a tiny letter = waw above al et t er
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Lesson7-2-Ar abi c Short VoBeb ¢Contifuetar adkaat)
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Lesson 7-3 Sukoon (jazm) # Link sign

In Arabic, a vowel is called Haarakah (movement) A letter having a vowel sign is called Mutaharrik
(moved). If a letter is without a vowel sign, it is called saakin (resting) and where a 2 sign appears
over a letter which points out a saakin letter is called Sukoon (jazm) =

When there is a letter with any short vowel sign <~# and the next letter has a sukoon 2 sign then
the both letters will jointly produce a single (syllable) uninterrupted sound.

You will also learn in next lessons that Tanween sign Z Z £ (in lesson 8) and Tashdid sign « (in
lesson 21) that contain hidden saakin letter.

5 !‘j LN | 2" ¥

£2 do v LJ,I,.-:’T j‘! )

e

3 AR T S P TR :{
AL 1 j

~ L'é-_r“;.]-" UJ
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Lesson 8-10 Double Vowels - Nunation (TANWEEN) # z &

The Tanween is a term for a letter having a short vowel with a hidden & Nun saakin.

Instead of writing a short vowels “~# and Nun saakin & separately, the respective vowel

sign is doubled as a shortcut. Thus letter Nun Saakin & is sounded but written as a double
vowel sign. The additional rules regarding letter Nun saakin & will be explain in lesson 26 to

30.
The Tanween
indefinite.

i

Lesson 8 - Fathatain (Dou Zabar) #

signs are generally indicated at the end of a noun, which make a noun

Fathatain # sign consists two components (1) F a t 6 £ that produces Hsound and (2)
Second F at 6 h anhunwristen letter Nun saakin &,
i a rrathasaio gematally follows by long vowel letter Alif I

produce
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Lesson 9 Double Vowels- (Tanween) # z &
Kasratain (Dou Zer) =
Kasratain #Z sign consists of two components (1) Kasrah =t hat pr o@ wauadandi

(2) second Kasrah is an unwritten letter Nun Saakin&t hat produces HArZwillsourt
produce fAino sound.
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Lesson 107 Double vowels Signs (Tanween) # z &

Dammatain (Dou Pesh) £

Dammatain £ sign consists of two components (1) Dammah £t h a t
and (2) Second Dammah, an unwritten letter Nun saakin &,

t hat

pr dddsaueds #
produces #ino

wi || produce fiunodo sound.
> T T C O o v |
e £ 94 9 4 0 4 4
b v 22
o g i s, ¢ 2 é ’
2 Jdd oo E &b
L ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
A B et
27 B 22 @ lE 642 e
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Lesson 111 Long vowel Letters (Huroofe-Maddah) <!

Three letters Alif | Waw ®and Ya which are described by the Arabic grammarians as weak or
irregular letters (hurfu al illah), they function as weak vowel (letters of Madd or long vowel) Their
primary function is to stretch (lengthen) the sound of a letter having short vowel. Letter Alif
correspondsto F at 0 A;aletter Waw ¥ corresponds to Dammah # and letter Ya<* corresponds to
Kasrah = . When weak letters are used as lengtheners they do not admit any vowel sound. In most
cases the duration of long vowel letters (Huroofe-Maddah Asli Madd) is equal to that of two

measures of harakah (duration) or one measure of Alif ]

Maddah Alif !

As a general rule, when a letter witha F a t 6 = ant next letter is Alif T, then thesound of Fat 6 hah
andAlifli s stretched b y two meagamparesthessbundhdf this kxarbise witha a 0
lesson 5 which meaures as a single harakah)

Note: In this lesson, letter Alif lis atrue Alif (Madd) . If anytime the letter Alif ! appers with vowels

or sukoon, this is not atrue Alif but it is letter ¥ Hamza. Letter Alif appears always empty and

never the first letter in aword, It may come with Madd T sign (lesson 23) and always comes after
another letter, whereas the letter Hamza may come as the first letter in a word.

GUEBELEGEEC
N O A R T 1 5 el - O
CELLLELY K

M RO (I
P K T W N A
Gub S36 QLS 1L Jebe
Ul gl B2 @15 &6
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Lesson 12 Long Vowel Letter (Waw # (Mad Asli)

When a letter has a Dammah 2 and next letter is waw saakin *, then the sound of letters
having Dammah £ and waw saakin *is lengthened by two measures of haarakah.

fiuuo

(Compare the sound of this exercise with lesson 7 which measures as a single haarakah)

12 2t ayp 2 14 92 4
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1
_a-’ 25 R 4
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U 5 oses ysad el o:Jl’J

- @ 2t 113497

# 1 9, - .-*-:,f
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s i Sud S8 08
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Lesson 13 Long Vowel Letter YA & (Madd-e-Asli)

When aletterhas aKasrah=and t he nexYa saakin <, ¢he soursd offletters
having Kasrah = and ya saakin < is lengthened by two measures of haarakah. Ai i 0
(Compare the sound with lesson 6 which measures as a single haarakah)

P 1, ) 2 490 d ! i
S22 & LS GGG Y
4 2

[ .
2353 d 3% S
L':—?:' i T - e L_"f-:" Lé" ".r"'

? b 3 ? - I
e &
Y té"‘ - uT-! ‘.u}-"
dl-"' - _ﬁ"‘ | T'!"'"
‘-J‘-*-""ﬁv‘ * d}ul
-",.-'H ﬁ gt

wf' Ju:“J -.j
U’\-vJ'JLAé-'-“ L5J| dL...L...:L-LL.a

T
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Lesson 14 Long Vowel Letters (Huroofe-Maddah) £*! (Continued)

Miniature Alif ! (Alif Magsurah) (Khara Zaber) !

The miniature letter Alif | placed over a letter is an alternative method to writing a letter
having F a t 0 = and letter Alif! - thus & and will render the same sound- Length: two
measures of haarakah. (Compare the sound of lesson 11 which produces the same sound)

I n the copies of fAMiddle Eastern pri ntureAliblfa Hol y
Fat 0A s hlso written. Example:

K R Th
‘-'-:,J_’Q-EJ' ";"'_,....-“

E f ) - J - -l-'!- -~ ) ~ ! v
>C>C>Ciowae ||
o L S I U I
PR R

..'l'."'r ' - o~
s, I B E_; & 1]
"__wpum@?w;h
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Lesson 15 Long Vowel Letter (Madd-e-Asli) MADDAH YA | (Khari Zer)

When maddah ya | are placed below a letter is an alternative method to write a Kasrah = and
ya saakin, thus, & and % will render the same sound. - Length: two measures of haarakah.

Please compare the sound of lesson 13 - (same sound)
The Middle Eastern printsof Qur 6 aan t yadis written aa = nmstead of |

LT Y
Example: ¥ <Ay

Long Vowel Letter (Madd-e-Asli)
Maddah Waw (ulta Pesh) ¢

When maddah Waw ¢ is placed above a letter is an alternative method to write Dammah 2

: , ‘£
and letter waw saakin thus 3# and # will render the same sound. - Length: two measures of

haarakah. Please compare the sound of lesson 12 .
I n the copies of fAMiddle Eastern priiédisdicatedfas Ho |

7 instead of ¢ B
AP
Example and s

Q=
D .
L
.
O -
A

J =

#.-' - - ) ! L }
il oA Aul pid LI

}.i-' "",..- I‘ - . [ - ’
-

-r",l':" i = - i - -
"'JL’ l..’f'_.“lﬁ uj:k.fpfj ;H
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Lesson 16 Diphthong - Leen letters (Layyinah)

When there is a letter with F a t 6 = 's|a'hand the next letter is waw * (with or without saakin)
it produces "ow" sound ("au" some cases). Thisis called waw Leenor fAsof ©® wawo
Please compare sound of Lesson 12

4~ 3~ 4§ ,
.|.I

PR SO O B VI

ﬁﬁ#;ﬁféﬂﬂ
;ﬁﬂﬁ}"}b
-;.’.ﬁﬁ JJ _9-’

ﬂ 4 & ..-l"'.’,- .:"'l": ',.r..’..-l" - ..-ri_l..-l'

C—’-’ "--’_P‘ ‘\-J_ﬁ"‘" A (p0,]
Py BRI B e '--;J-'-: =
Uos 49 LaJ iy 55
L,;EE i.al.ul ; Lg,) Py
U d Lo

W Linguistics, a diphthong (soft letters) is a complex speech sound or glider that begins
with one vowel, e.g., (F at 0)l=ard gradually changes to another vowel Dammah * within

the same syllable.
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Lesson 17 Diphthong - Leen letters

When thereisal et t er wi ~<h'a"R@adtnéxhlatter is ya saakin <, it produces "ay
Thi% Please compdale sadindéofy a

sound (some cases "ai").
Lesson 13

-

| j '3 FY; J’
?- "; """'F 2~ 27
- = - - Léij té}

, ! -;" L1 - i;’;:': a2 1-t
L *-*'-:*ﬂ S Yy
;-::"1.-' """"I I ”3 ;jis 2y -
L\-:ﬁ o .L. Lr\b

-1 e Y

u-d ) U"""’ul.@ub
I.-;n-".!-: 1-1- l:i::: L‘:,.-.-r

.--"'

W Linguistics, a diphthong (soft letters) is a complex speech sound or glider that begins
with one vowel e.g., #= and gradually changes to another vowel <= within the same syllable.

Qur dan 21
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Lesson 18 Supplementary Exercise 35-38.mp3 or 080-01-04b .swf
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Lesson 19 Silent letters:

Special Rule:

As a general rule, the letters having no sign on them (empty letters) must be treated as

silent letters. Since they do not produce any sound of their own therefore, they should be
overlooked. These silent letters generally occur when long vowel letters (Madd) Alif fwaw »
andYaare invol ved LamdéAleguently bedomes siledt where the definite

article J! (al) is prefixed to a word beginning with a letter having its Ma k h a rpaint$ of 6
articul ationo iJs(referltmlessod 31t4dor soene gxamples. (Hurful

Samsiyatu)®) Exception to the silent letter rule is Maddah Alif \ refer to lesson 11)

Some Middle Eastern prints of the Holy Qurdaan

w
-4
N
(3
i
1

Example: j

g L 21 . z ¢

08 0 (SAD

@ Hurful Samsiyatu letters are: WL LPr P v Sy &
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.
Lesson 20 Special rule for letter Hamza # or Alif |

E
When there is a letter Hamza # or (Alif) | with sukoon, it should be pronounced clearly and
sharply. (Refer to points of articulation O0Mak

Note: When a vowel sign ~-# appears over or under the letter Alif litis in fact letter &

Hamza. I n the copies of Middl e Ea sd ldampmaisshawnas o f
a tiny Hamza riding over or under the letter Alif. i1

Y. ' d 2
s 7+ 2 _’_ftﬂr o s e r?Y
& F- - &
=05 pg.-#_ u}t.w b o
PRSI ET Y t" s 00,

Cr 2T NCIE TS

e =
-!-' ’,...-' g ”,,.r'..: L__.- .
JPl ol os ol Sl

A SAMPLE READING
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Lesson 21 Mushaddah (Tashdid) w

A Tashdid  sign that appears over a letter represents two of the same letter (Double
consonant). The first letter having sukoon #: and the second letter having its short vowel.

A letter having Tashdid wsigniscal | ed O6Mushaddadé and
distinctly pronounced twice

adizaed Bz OOl EJeos

";' :?* "'-i-'"" E: 'E - ’
J= AT lS'.:L;Lf;:
w A e - * 0 - ) {":j‘
e JL 2 & 4
< :" - - -~ el
) L& 236 91 9K 5L 3
117 aws L% e e L. L.
CINC> f.,J- AT RE]
- ~ s b Y s w -
5 G L) G G 4
- - e ,..--.:,'-" - - - .

z 1. g »~ ~ g g 2 - %
s JN Ll B L)
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Lesson 22 Mushaddah (Tashdid) w
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